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The Congress government in the state 
blaming the Centre for lack of supply of rice 
for its Anna Bhagya scheme lacks logic

Capt Ganesh 
Karnik, BJP 
leader
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Keep your word, withdraw farm laws: Farmers
KRRS accuses former BJP govt of playing into corporates’ hands and acting against farmers’ welfare  
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Mysuru

HUNDREDS of  farmers belong-
ing to the Karnataka Rajya 
Raitha Sangha (KRRS) held a 
protest in Mysuru on Thursday 
demanding that Chief  Minister 
Siddaramaiah-led government 
withdraw three controversial 
farm laws and programmes im-
plemented by the previous BJP 
government.  

The farmers, led by KRRS 
state president Badagalapura 
Nagendra, gathered near the 
deputy commissioner’s office 
and shouted slogans against 
the BJP and the RSS, accusing 
the saffron party of  introduc-
ing policies which are against 
the welfare of  the farmers. 
KRRS activists, as part of  the 
‘Raithagraha Dharani’, simul-
taneously held protests in 28 
districts of  the state.

Speaking to reporters, Na-
gendra said the BJP govern-

ment had introduced the Land 
Reforms Amendment Act 2020, 
Karnataka Agricultural Pro-
duce Marketing (Regulation 
and Development) Amendment 
Act 2020 and the Karnataka 

Prevention of  Slaughter and 
Preservation of  Cattle Act 2020 
which are against the interest 
of  the farmers.

“The BJP government intro-
duced a land reforms legisla-

tion to support corporate com-
panies. By introducing anti-cow 
slaughter law, the then govern-
ment has caused irreparable 
damage to dairy farming. 
Farmers, Dalits, labourers, 
women and students are pro-
testing against the three laws 
since 2020. The Congress which 
had expressed its support to 
farmers’ agitation had 
announced in its mani-
festo that it will with-
draw the laws if  it came 
to power. So, we urge 
the Congress govern-
ment to immediately 
withdraw the three laws and 
introduce pro-farmers laws and 
initiatives in the state,” he 
said.

Recalling that the Siddara-
maiah government in 2013 had 
set up the Commission for Ag-
ricultural Costs and Prices, Na-
gendra said the government 
must give autonomous status 

and appoint a pro-farmer chair-
person to the commission to 
introduce the MS Swaminath-
an Committee report to fix a 
minimum support price for 
farmers’ produce.

“The government must cre-
ate a revival fund and earmark 
Rs 5,000 crore to procure the 

farmers produce and pre-
vent the linking of  Aad-

haar number to agri-
c u l t u r e - r e l a t e d 
electricity meters and 
provide free electricity 
for 10 HP agricultural 

pumpsets. The govern-
ment must also ensure Rs 

20,000 minimum price for copra 
per quintal and provide suffi-
cient seeds, fertilisers and pes-
ticides for cultivation,” he 
said.

The farmers later submitted 
a memorandum to the state 
government through the dis-
trict administration.

New species of weed 
worries M’dya ryots
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Mysuru

MANDYA farmers who are al-
ready in distress due to insuf-
ficient water for their crops are 
now facing another problem. 
The agriculture fields are get-
ting infested with an unknown 
weed species.

The new weed species has 
started to engulf  the entire ag-
riculture land when the farm-
ers are preparing themselves 
for the monsoon crop. While 
the farmers are preparing to 
sow sugarcane, paddy, ragi and 
millets, the new weed species 
has left them worried.

While weed species like Kon-
nare, Garike or Bermuda 
Grass, Karigatti Hullu and 
Mysuru Honagone or Parthe-
nium are found in sugarcane 
fields, Gandu Batha, Odake-
beeja and Jondu weeds are 
found in paddy fields. These 
weeds reduce the crop yield as 
they use the nutrients provided 
to the crops. The sugarcane and 
paddy farmers had to till land 
for three months to remove the 
weeds which, if  left unattend-
ed, will prevent growth of  the 
sugarcane.

The farmers are now worried 
that the new species of  weed 
which looks like a mixture of  

parthenium and Mysuru 
Honagone has gradually spread 
in the land.

Progressive farmer U C Shek-
ar from Ummadahalli village 
said the new species of  weed is 
spreading to agriculture lands 
in several parts of  Mandya.

“The new species of  weed is 
spreading fast. I am worried 
that using pesticide to kill the 
weed will destroy the fertility 
of  the soil. This weed is found 
i n  R a g i m u d d h a n a h a l l i , 
Thubinakere, Kodishettipura, 
Hosakoppalu and surrounding 
areas in Mandya taluk. We 
want agriculture department 
officials and scientists to visit 
the fields and find solutions to 
this problem,” he said.

Another farmer Basavaraju 
from Ragimuddhanahalli vil-
lage said he is seeing the weed 
for the first time in the agricul-
ture field. “It has spread to a 
large area in my field. Remov-
ing the weed has become a huge 
task for us,” he said.

Meanwhile, Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra, VC Farm agriculture 
scientist Mahesh said they will 
visit the fields to know the weed 
species. “After the investiga-
tion, we can come to know the 
weed and solution to prevent 
it,” he said.

Withdraw caste certificate 
of Parivara, Talavara 
communities, says forum 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Mysuru

ACCUSING BJP leader and 
former chairman of  Jungle 
Lodges and Resorts Appanna 
of  obtaining fake caste certifi-
cate, members of  Karna-
taka State Tribals Hi-
tarakshana Sangha 
said officials must im-
mediately stop giving 
ST caste certificates to 
those who are obtaining 
it by showing ‘Parivara’ 
and ‘Talavara’ as their caste.

Addressing a press meet here 
on Thursday, Subhash, presi-
dent of  the sangha, said the di-

rectorate of  civil rights en-
forcement must immediately 
book those who have obtained 
such certificates. “The state 
government has not yet noti-

fied these castes under the ST 
tag and the process is still 

on, but yet many tahsil-
dars are issuing ST tag 
for these communities. 
Authorities and gov-
ernment must immedi-

ately look into this and 
ensure that all those who 

have obtained ST tag mention-
ing the Parivara and Talavara 
communities must be with-
drawn,” he said.

Members of the Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha participate in the state-wide 
protest ‘Raithagraha Dharani’ in Mysuru on Thursday |  UDAYASHANKAR S

A farmer tries to remove weed from his agriculture field in Mandya |  EXPRESS

No future for BJP in 
state, says Reddy

Hassan: Founder president of 
Kalyana Rajya Prajati Paksha 

(KRPP) Gali Janardhana Reddy 
on Thursday said the BJP has no 

future in the state. Speaking to 
media persons after visiting the 
historic Channakeshava temple 

in Belur, Reddy said: “There is lot 
of difference between the old 

and the new BJP. People taught 
a lesson to the saffron party for 

neglecting its seniors. There is no 
value for workers and the leaders 

who dedicated their lives for the 
development of the party,” he 

said. The mining baron said he 
has set up KRPP not against the 

BJP but to give a transparent and 
stable government following the 
principals of  12th century social 

reformer Basavanna. “I will start 
touring the state  to strengthen 

the party,” he added.

Conman posing as 
doctor cheats techie
Mysuru: A conman who posed 
himself as a doctor cheated a 
techie from Bengaluru by 
fleeing with cash and gold 
jewellery.  According to the 
complaint filed by Hemalatha 
(45), a resident of Bengaluru 
and a techie, she had been 
cheated by K B Mahesh of 
Mysuru. The victim stated that 
she had uploaded her profile on 
a marriage portal. Mahesh, 
claiming himself as an 
orthopedic surgeon, contacted 
her. After the consent from her 
parents, she married Mahesh in 
January. Within a few days, 
Mahesh asked her to apply for a 
loan of `70 lakh to open a clinic. 
When she refused, Mahesh, in 
the first week of February, fled 
with 200 grams of gold and `15 
lakh belonging to her. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D 4 held for dancing 
seminude

Hassan: Arkalgud police 
arrested four youths for 

dancing seminude in public in 
the Arkalgud town police limits 
on Tuesday night. According to 
the police, they arrested Daya, 
Anand, Ranjan and Jalendra of 
Arkalgud town and remanded 
them into judicial custody. The 

police also said Daya, Anand 
and Ranjan in an inebriated 
condition forced Jalendra to 

dance by removing his clothes. 
Jalendra reportedly danced for 
half an hour. The incident went 

viral on social media. Sources 
said the youths came in a car 

and entered a bar on the 
outskirts of Arkalgud town. 
Later, they started creating 

nuisance in an inebriated 
condition on the main road till 

late night by dancing to the 
tune of Nagin song. ENS


